Kim Wilkie is more familiar
with designing the gardens
| of historic houses and
. national monuments, so his

m s own tiny city plot demanded .
e o> an.entirely different approach.
;,g.f V’ The result, says.Mary Keen;
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my garden

im Wilkie 1s a landscape architect,

The question to ask
yourself 1s where do you
take your first gin and
tonic in the evening

and he’s the talk of many towns in
many countries, from Britain to North
America and Chile to the Arctic Circle
He's made his mark on historic
landscapes such as Heveningham Hall in Suffolk
where Capability Brown also worked in the 18th
century) and urban spaces, including the courtyard
of the Victoria and Albert Museum in London
How, then, does a man like this deal with a tiny
domestic plot? Kim Wilkie’s own garden, behind a
Victorian terraced house in Richmond, south-west
London, incorporates many of his trademark
dramatic yet natural-looking designs in a space
that measures just 7m x 20m (23ft x 65ft)
‘I don't fully understand the design process,” he
says modestly. ‘It's to do with looking at a place to
see what it wants." With large gardens, he thinks

you have to connect with the space and the

Kim (left -
landscapes beyond. Small gardens with defined f rela the g .
boundaries are sometimes easier. ‘Walls free roof terrace (above) and the
you to think of the space separately.” Enclosed » (opposit rfect f
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my garden

Boundaries are clothed
with evergreens for a
year-round backdrop

S, dre personal
where the owner’s life is what matter:
ntrast to public spaces, which are more
about many different people coming m;w‘y‘n..y
when pressed to tell the rest of us how to get

T 4
ng, e pecomes less abstract ne question

35K ne says, 'Is where do you take
irt p of tea or coffee in the morning
And your first gin and tonic in the evening.’

n Kim Wilkie's case, almost all drinks and meals
are taken on the roof terrace, designed to overlook
the garden, the tree-lined street and the view to
Richmond Park beyond. Town gardens, he thinks,
are often places that you look down on from the
best rooms in the house. At the centre of the terrace
Is a glass tabletop, supported by aquamarine glass
blocks over the skylight of the office downstairs
Mesh panels surround the balcony, covered in
crimson glory vine (Vitis coignetiae), which
makes the terrace feel private in summer

On either side of the table are two huge
oblong copper planters, now North-Sea green
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ed into a series of r ages, t
of grass—clad eartt
oot high. The
analtus
1, the top:
so that the wind ripples the

Is is not your average bhe plce comes v, A righ on

under the boardwalk turn the

king Io.t, but a laye Fowersan clos e s a0
cobalt resin-bound gla

f linking the house wi

d colour to

andrachnoiaes
all year round
ercing blue flowers in early ¢
Agapanthus, irises, crocosmia
lanterns (Physalis alkekengi

throughout the year, while figs are

around the car park

If there’s just one lesson to be learnt from
this small but highly original garden, it's that
consistency of vision is what makes a great
design - and great designs are what Kim
Wilkie turns out time after time

National Trust garden panellist and garden
designer Mary Keen opens her Gloucestershire
plot regularly for charity
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If you want to try
this in your garder

® Resin-bound glass

Kim used resin-bound glass (above
for the blue car park and the ‘surfboard
bench. It’s available in a variety of col
from SureSet and comes in sacks ready

for mixing and is poured out like porridg

If you want to cover an area up to 15
square metres, it's best to use a DIY kit
which costs from £70 per square melre
For larger areas, SureSel can suppl
fit the resin-bound paving from around
£45-55 per square metre — the bigger
the area, the cheaper the rate
(01985 841180/www .sureset.co.uk
e Fibre optics
The 50-watt fibre-optic lights,
in a mix of large and small sizes, were
supplied and installed (under supervisior
by the designer) by Absolute Action
A ‘sparkle wheel’ was also installed,
which causes the lights to change colou
creating a magical effect
(01622 351000/www .absolute-action.cor
¢ Roof-terrace table
Skylights in roof terraces can be a
problem, but Kim was determined I
turn the situation to his advantage. In
collaboration with Watchrod, he used the
skylight as his starting point to design a
2.5 metre square table for the terrace. The
specially thickened glass top is supported
on aquamarine glass blocks (also fron
Waltchrod). The void in the centre
,\ E to the office below, which casts a soft
[ Awooden jetty leads fram thecar park to the light on Kim's desk
(mse'-‘you can almost taste the salt in the air (01344 872499/www.watchrod.con




