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THE PLACE

Brentford presents one of the most striking opportunities for urban 
regeneration in western London.  The location, with easy access to the 
M4, M25, M3 and Heathrow is superb.  Brentford’s development over 
the centuries at the confluence of the Grand Union Canal, the River 
Brent and the Thames, has given the place a strong character in a unique 
setting.  Although much of the post-war industry has now left the town, 
a vigorous community of boat-builders and long-established residents 
keeps the place alive.

THE OPPORTUNITY

Major redevelopment at Ferry Lane, the Gas, Water and Spanton Works 
sites and Brentford Lock are transforming the appearance and commercial 
potential of the area.  The town centre will be able to rely on a critical mass 
of local residents and economic activity to fuel a vital regeneration, which 
reflects the special character of the place at the same time as bringing 
back investment and activity.

INTRODUCTION
English Heritage has commissioned Kim Wilkie Associates to take a brief 
look at current plans for redevelopment in Brentford and, following a 
rapid site analysis and meetings with the local authority and development 
partnerships, to produce a sketch masterplan proposal for the town centre 
in axonometric block form.

This report highlights the need to look at Brentford as a whole, rather than 
as a series of development parcels.  The town centre has lost its focus and 
identity.  But the recent upturn in the local economy; the size and number 
of current housing applications ringing the centre; and the impending 
release of new sites beside the High Street onto the market make possible 
an extraordinary regeneration of the town centre.  

The local authority needs support and encouragement to reassess the 
potential of the place.  The issue in Brentford is not just about saving pieces 
of heritage; it is about using the history, character and form of the place to 
stimulate imaginative and effective urban regeneration.  Public transport, 
pedestrian flows and the natural physical and economic focus of the town 
will determine the success of the scheme.  It is suggested that English 
Heritage could work alongside the Government Office for London and the 
local authority to support a model urban framework for the area.
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BRENTFORD LOCATION AND LINKS
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Copyright: English Heritage
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BRENTFORD -  URBAN STUDY



5

SIGNIFICANT OMISSIONS IN APPLICATION FOR SOUTH 
OF THE HIGH STREET AGAINST CRITERIA AS SET 
OUT IN THE LONDON BOROUGH OF HOUNSLOW’S 
PLANNING/URBAN DESIGN BRIEF AND TOWN CENTRE 
ACTION PLAN

• The mix of uses proposed does not correspond to those as set out by 
the Council

• There is not the east-west permeability through the main body of the site 
as shown in the Council’s guidelines

• The design of public spaces does not ‘develop and enhance local character 
which is of an industrial and waterside character and scale’

• There seems to be a conflict in use between housing and existing boat 
building facilities

• The Brewery Tap public house and the Victorian warehouse to the rear of 
108-109 High Street are not retained

• Town wharf is to be filled in order to create more space for development
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LAND SOUTH OF THE HIGH STREET

Proposal by Brentford Town Centre Ltd

July 1999
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BRENTFORD 
The surviving town
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R E C E NT  S I G N I F I CA NT  FAC TO R S  A F F E C T I N G 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

• Brentford has become a major focus for development and aspirations 
for the town centre should rise to reflect the new potential.

• The scale and type of commercial magnets for the regenerated town 
centre will be reviewed by the new Hillier Parker study.

• Major sites to the north of the High Street are now coming up for 
sale/redevelopment such as the Police Station and Sommerfields

• Transport is a critical issue in sustainable regeneration and the large 
area around the bus terminus adjacent to the Police Station and 
supermarket presents a great opportunity to link public transport 
into a revitalized town centre.

• The new sites to the north of the High Street make possible a 
reassessment of the focal centre of the town and the High Street 
between the Magistrates’ and County Courts.

• The High Street – Half-Acre junction is a traffic problem.  The 
Beehive on the corner is a critical focal building for the town centre. 
The junction should not be widened but the adjacent development 
sites offer new possibilities for reconfiguring traffic flows and parking 
at this pinch point which could allow the retention of finer grain areas 
of the town centre and waterfronts for pedestrian priority.

• Recent archaeological studies have shown the significance of 
Brentford’s extraordinary character of working waterfronts and 
industrial heritage. The regeneration of the public realm should 
take inspiration from the simple honesty of these spaces to retain 
the special character of the place and give the new town centre 
an enduring identity. 

• The boost to Brentford’s boat builders and repairers, from the demise 
of other sites on the Thames, has strengthened the viability of the 
water-related industries and reinforces possibilities for retaining a 
good mix of small business, general industry and housing through 
the town.
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PROPOSED URBAN FRAMEWORK: ANALYSIS
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BRENTFORD -  PROPOSED URBAN FRAMEWORK
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BRENTFORD -  PROPOSED TOWN CENTRE




